
Explore K12 Funding 

Expands school choice for students in 
kindergarten through 12th grade. 
North Carolina offers three scholarship programs that help families afford nonpublic (private 
and home) schools. Funds for these programs are limited, so new applicants are entered into a 
lottery where they have an equal chance of being selected. Families may apply to more than one 
program, as long as they meet the eligibility requirements of each. 

The Opportunity Scholarship Program 
Suitable for: parents who qualify based on income 

If your family meets the income requirements  and your student attends a North Carolina public 
school, is a rising kindergarten or first grader, is in foster care or adopted within the last year, or 
has a parent who is active-duty military, you may qualify for the Opportunity Scholarship Program. 

The Disabilities Grant and Education Savings Account (ESA) 
Suitable for: parents of students with disabilities* 

Two programs are available to meet the needs of students with disabilities: The Disabilities Grant 
and the Education Savings Account Program (ESA). Funds can be used to pay school tuition, as 
well as expenses such as speech therapy, tutoring services, and educational technology for 
families who home school their students. *Student must have a North Carolina Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) dated within the last three years. 

Did you Know? 
In 2018, K12 families gained another option to help pay tuition expenses for K12 schools 
through North Carolina’s National College Savings Program (also known as a “529 
account”). Families can now use 529 accounts to save and pay for tuition expenses for 
nonpublic K12 schools under certain conditions. Visit here for more info: 
https://www.cfnc.org/save-for-college/  

 

 

https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/opportunity/
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2021/03/Household-Income-Eligibility-Guidelines-2021-22.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/disabilities-grant/
https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/
https://www.cfnc.org/save-for-college/
https://www.cfnc.org/save-for-college/
https://www.cfnc.org/save-for-college/


 

Opportunity Scholarship 

Overview 
The Opportunity Scholarship is a program that helps families who make below a certain amount 
of income pay tuition at participating nonpublic (private) schools 
(https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx).  

• Covers tuition and fees 
• Awards up to $4,200 per year ($2,100 per student per semester) 

Do I qualify? 

If both these statements are true, visit https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/opportunity/interested-in-
opportunity-scholarship/ to learn about all the eligibility requirements: 

• My child attends a North Carolina public school or will attend one the Spring semester 
before the scholarship would begin (see https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-
content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/K12_Eligibility.pdf for exceptions to prior public school 
requirement). 

• My family meets the income requirements: https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-
content/uploads/sites/1171/2021/03/Household-Income-Eligibility-Guidelines-2021-22.pdf  

 

https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx
https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx
https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/opportunity/interested-in-opportunity-scholarship/
https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/opportunity/interested-in-opportunity-scholarship/
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/K12_Eligibility.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/K12_Eligibility.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2021/03/Household-Income-Eligibility-Guidelines-2021-22.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2021/03/Household-Income-Eligibility-Guidelines-2021-22.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2021/03/Household-Income-Eligibility-Guidelines-2021-22.pdf


Disabilities Grant 

Overview 
Two programs are available to help meet the financial needs of students with disabilities: the 
Disabilities Grant and the Education Savings Account (ESA). View a side by side comparison and 
requirements for each program (next page).  
The Disabilities Grant provides up to $8,000 per year for students with disabilities (see here: 
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-
content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/RequiredDocumentationofDisability.pdf) who enroll in 
a participating nonpublic (private) school.      
(https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx).  

• Covers tuition and fees at the nonpublic (private) school 
• Covers qualified expenses related to educating a child with a disability by reimbursing 

families who have paid for qualified expenses. See here: https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-
content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/QualifiedExpenses.pdf  

Funds can be used for school tuition, as well as for expenses such as speech or occupational 
therapy, tutoring services, and educational technology. 

Before You Apply 
A child must have a North Carolina Individualized Education Program (IEP) dated within the 
last three years. Applicants are required to submit a current Eligibility Determination form (DEC3 
or ECATS) with a Disabilities Grant application. 

Applying to More than One Program 

It is possible to participate in both the Disabilities Grant and the Education Savings Account 
programs. Students must meet the criteria for each and have one of the following primary or 
secondary disabilities listed on their Eligibility Determination form: 

• Autism Spectrum Disorder 
• Deaf/Blindness 
• Developmental Delay 
• Deafness or Hearing Impairment 
• Intellectual Disability (moderate or severe) 
• Multiple Disabilities 
• Visual Impairment 

https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/K12_Eligibility.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/K12_Eligibility.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/RequiredDocumentationofDisability.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/RequiredDocumentationofDisability.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/RequiredDocumentationofDisability.pdf
https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/QualifiedExpenses.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/QualifiedExpenses.pdf
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/QualifiedExpenses.pdf


K12 Programs: Eligibility Requirements
Students must meet the following requirements to be eligible for each program. Families can apply for multiple programs.

Opportunity Scholarship
Part 1 - All Required
• Household must meet the Household Income Eligibility Guideline
• At least 5 years old by August 31
• Lives in NC
• Has not graduated high school
• Has not enrolled in a post-secondary institution full-time*

Part 2 – One Required
• Received and used Opportunity Scholarship funds in previous year
• Attended a NC public school or Department of Defense school in NC as a full-time student during the spring semester before

the Opportunity Scholarship will be used
• Entering kindergarten or 1st grade
• In foster care, or adopted within the last year
• Has a parent on full-time active military duty

Disabilities Grant 
Part 1 – All Required
• Is a child with a disability who requires special

education, as documented by a NC public school IEP
• At least 5 years old by August 31
• Lives in NC
• Has not graduated from high school
• Has not enrolled in a post-secondary institution full-

time*

Part 2 – One Required
[Priority 1]
• Received and used Disabilities Grant funds in previous

year
[Priority 2]
• Enrolled in a NC public school or a Department of

Defense school in NC during the spring semesterbefore
the Disabilities Grant will be used

• Entering kindergarten or 1st grade
• In foster care, or adopted within the lastyear
•Has a parent on full-time active military duty
[Priority 3]
• Has lived in NC at least 6 months, but does not meet

requirements above

 See Program Overview for Priority Levelsexplanation.

Education Savings Account(ESA)  
All Required:
• Is a child with a disability who requires special

education, as documented by a NC public school IEP
• At least 5 years old by August 31
• Lives in NC
• Has not graduated from high school
• Has not enrolled in a post-secondary institution full-

time*
• Eligible to attend public school in NC

• Autism Spectrum Disorder
• Deaf/Blindness
• Developmental Delay
• Deafness or Hearing Impairment
• Intellectual Disability (moderate or severe)
• Multiple Disabilities
• Visual Impairment

*Full-time: 12 or more credit hours in a given semester.
Nothing in this document should be construed to supersede the Program Statute, Program Rules or other Program polices. In addition, 
these policies do not represent an exhaustive list of all Program rules; rather these policies are set forth to provide a broad overview of 
the Program. See the Program Rules and Statutes on each Program’s website for moredetails.

To participate in Disabilities Grant and ESA Programs  
simultaneously, students must:

Meet the criteria of each program
+

Have one of the following designated
as the primary or secondary disability on their  

Eligibility Determination form:



2020-2021 OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP NEW STUDENT CHECKLIST

🏫 OpportunityScholarships@ncseaa.edu 1-855-330-3955 (toll free) www.ncseaa.edu

January 31

Priority Deadline. Last day 
to submit an application 
for lottery consideration.

Welcome to 
the 2020-21 
Opportunity 
Scholarship 
Process!

The 2020-21 school year 
New Student Application 
opens. Apply in 
MyPortal.

March 1 Late April

Opportunity Scholarship 
award offer notifications 
(results from the 
lottery).

In June, or Upon Award Offer

Students may be selected 
for Household Income 
verification.

Until August 1

Parents are able to select 
or update the 
nonpublic school choice 

August 31

Last day to submit an 
application for full-year 
consideration (2020-21).

After Nonpublic School 
Endorsement

Parents endorse the 
Opportunity Scholarship 
award.

Determination of eligibility is based 
on parent’s self-reported application 
information. If information is not 
correct, student may be removed 
from consideration.

Endorsement is digitally 
signing a contract, approving 
the scholarship amount.

Between August 1 and October 1

Parents must email request to 
initiate a school change. Per 
student, the maximum number of 
schools that may receive funds per 
semester is two.

In June, or Upon Award Offer

Students may be selected for 
Public School Enrollment or 
other eligibility verification.

Schools, then parents, 
endorse spring semester 
funds.

May 31
Deadline for parents to 
complete spring semester 
award endorsement.

Our best to you for the 
2020-21 school year!

Schools complete 
certification, which is 
when they report the 
annual cost of tuition and 
fees for each scholarship 
student.

Late August

Parents are responsible for enrolling 
their students in the participating 
nonpublic school.

Nothing in this document should be construed to supersede the Program Statute, Program Rules 
or other Program polices. In addition, these policies do not represent an exhaustive list of all 
Program rules; rather these policies are set forth to provide a broad overview of the Program. 
See the Program Rules and Statutes on each Program’s website for more details. 

Late August
Schools endorse the semester 
scholarship amount that will 
be paid to the school on 
behalf of the student.

Late August
The K12 Program 
calculates 
the amount of the 
Scholarship.

October 1
Last day to enroll in a 
nonpublic school and/or 
upload documents for 
overdue verifications.

December 31
Deadline for parents to 
complete fall semester 
award endorsement.

January 2020

https://ncseaa2.sites.unc.edu/k12/choosing-a-school/k12-school-choice/
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